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ABSTRACT. The many changes that have occurred in the world of education have also had an impact
on learning patterns related to teaching materials and teaching techniques. On the other
hand, students think that Ibn Sina’s Islamic Education has nothing to do with current
education. However, in reality there is still relevance related to Ibn Sina’s Islamic
Education in contemporary Education, especially in Free Learning Education. The
purpose of this study is to find out how to learn as in the concept of an independent
curriculum in its relevance to the thoughts of the Islamic Education figure Ibnu Sina.
This research is a transdisciplinary study with a qualitative approach in literature review.
Sources of data in this study were obtained from literature in the fields of Islamic
Education and Free Learning Education which were searched and collected and analyzed
using content analysis. The results of the study show that the concept of Ibn Sina’s
Education with Freedom of Learning Education is very relevant which still uses teaching
methods or materials that are in accordance with the curriculum, but in implementation
of course it is in accordance with the current developments.
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INTRODUCTION

In the era of very rapid development, of course, there are many changes experienced in the
world of education, especially in existing curriculum policies. These changes also have an impact
on learning patterns related to teaching materials and techniques in teaching. This certainly
requires educators and students to be able to follow the progress of the times in the learning
process. Then how to learn as in the concept of an independent curriculum? Whether students
are still learning from earlier Islamic figures about education now, of course, still is. Because there
is still a close relationship between the thoughts of Islamic figures about Education which today
can be used as a source of reference, but still follow the era of the times. One of the figures that
we will discuss in this subject is Ibn Sina (Edriss et al., 2017; Erolin et al., 2013; Tercan &
Gulzhikhan, 2022; Vaghebin et al., 2022). The curriculum-based education system is dynamic so
that development and change must always be carried out following the conditions of the times.
Of course, these changes are also carried out systematically, directed and seen from many sides so

that the system that has been made does not just change. The history of curriculum development
that occurred in Indonesia began from 1947, 1952, 1964, 1975, 1984, 1994, 2004, 2006, 2013, and
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the newly re-initiated, namely the independent learning curriculum (Andayani - & Aisyah, 2024,
Inayati, 2023; Nurarifah, 2024).

The national education system in the formulation of Law No. 20 of 2003, Education is a
planned and conscious effort to create a learning atmosphere and learning process where
students actively develop their potential about mental strength, as well as skills needed for
themselves, society, nation and state. Agency. Educational institutions have certainly maintained
educational objectives, programs, learning methods, and educators to achieve the desired goals.
Referring to the characteristics of the context, Merdeka Belajar has a special characteristic that
lies in the creativity of educators. Contextuality of material with the capabilities needed by the
surrounding community, not encouraged by existing learning designs, flexible in assessment
design, and helping with problem solving, authentic assessment is the right assessment technique
to continue to be developed and applied to PBM. As for authentic assessment, there are several
assessments, including: (1) the concept of learning is based on real experience; (2) grading refers
to all stages of learning; (3) assessment seen from all students’ abilities in learning; (4) the
assessment is carried out not only looking at the quality and quantity of memorization but also at
how well students understand the material that has been delivered (Crawford et al., 2023; Martin
et al., 2019; Villarroel et al., 2018).

Previous research by Abdul Rahman in the form of an article on “The concept of learning
Islamic Education from the perspective of Ibn Sina” his findings were discussing the perspectives
of experts on the concept of Education, including the concept of Ibn Sina’s Education. The
novelty of this research is its relevance in Free Learning Education. Islamic religious education
plays an important role in the learning system, namely shaping the character of students as the
next generation of the nation. Islamic religious education is a conscious and planned effort to
prepare students who know, have understanding, faith, taqwa, akhlakul karimah, and ignore
Islamic sharia based on Al-Qu’an and As-Sunnah with a tutoring approach, training and real
experience. Thus, PAI learning is an activity through effective communication between teachers
and students that aims to gain knowledge in believing and living and practicing in accordance
with Islamic guidance. With the development of the times and changes in the existing curriculum,
the existence of the curriculum makes the most important factor that can affect the pattern of
education and teaching in Indonesia (Neni et al., 2024; Sari, 2024).

Further research conducted by Azizah Hanum on the Analysis of Ibn Sina and Ibn
Khaldun’s Thoughts on the Concept of Islamic Education. In fact, in the perspective of Ibn
Kaldun and Ibn Sina there are four objectives of Islamic education, namely; 1) In order to make
human beings Insan Kamil, 2) each teacher has pedagogical models and methods, 3) the teaching
and learning process uses techniques that are in accordance with the knowledge taught, 4) Science
must be applied in accordance with its function. The application of the curriculum emphasizes
physical aspects, character, and skills. This is in line with the independent curriculum which
emphasizes aspects of freedom in expressing ideas and ideas about skills (Hanum, 2022). Further
research was conducted by Wibowo on “The Relevance of Ibn Sina’s Thought to Education in
the Modern Era” that the curriculum in education according to Ibn Sina is a curriculum that not
only contains a number of subjects that must be taught, but also accompanied by skills that can
hone the mindset abilities of students (Choopani & Emtiazy, 2015; Zainuri & Aslamiyah, 2024).

Furthermore, research conducted by (Cao et al, 2023; Choopani & Emtiazy, 2015;
Mahmoud et al., 2021; Osama et al., 2023) that Ibn Sina’s thoughts on the concept of education
are very much in line with technological advances, this is evidenced by the contribution of Ibn
Sina’s thoughts in Islamic education in modern times. In this case, Ibn Sina’s thoughts are in
accordance with technological advances regarding curriculum changes where curriculum changes
are due to technological advances and times. Therefore, the author tries to relevance the concept
of Ibn Sina’s Islamic Education to Free Learning Education. The author considers it important to
elaborate more deeply and carefully how Islamic concepts in Free Learning Education, so that
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this paper can be input and discussion as well as solutions in understanding the main problems in
the world of Education today.

METHOD

This research uses qualitative research methods in the form of data analysis (/brary research).
In data collection techniques, it is carried out by systematically tracing scientific literature in the
form of journals, articles, books and other sources that support and discuss clearly and relevantly
in research conducted by researchers. The use of qualitative methods facilitates the process of
retrieving information or related data. The literature method is an activity related to collecting
data by reading, recording and managing data written in research (Bandara et al., 2015; Carrera-
Rivera et al., 2022; Snyder, 2019).

Data collection techniques are by finding relevant data sources, then reading critically,
recording data findings, modifying or collecting data findings, and compiled in the form of
reports. Data collection is carried out by searching for data from various information related to
research problems. Information is obtained through literature reviews in the form of previous
journals, articles, books and other sources related to the concept of Ibn Sina’s Education with
Free Learning Education (Martin-Martin et al., 2021; Moral-Mufioz et al., 2020; Passas, 2024,
Visser et al., 2021).

RESULT AND DISCUSSION
Result
The Concept of Education According to Ibn Sina

Ibn Sina had the full name Abu Ali Al-Husayn ibn Abdullah ibn Hasan ibn Ali ibn Sina.
Ibn Sina was born in the village of Afsyana, Bukhara, Transoxiana (Persia) in 379 AH/980 AD.
At the age of 10 years, Ibn Sina was a genius child and had a very high memory. He was able to
memorize the Qur’an, most of Arabic literature, and also memorized Aristotoles’ metaphysics
which he had read forty times. His intelligence managed to make him a leading philosopher and
doctor in Bukhara when he was 17 years old (Aman & Mulisi, 2023; Emtiazy et al., 2013;
Muwaffaq, 2022; Y. Putri & Nurhuda, 2023).

If we look at the purpose of education in the view of Ibn Sina, so as to know his thoughts
and point of view. The intellect according to Ibn Sina’s thought is the center of all activities for
which reason is the only privilege that man has. According to Ibn Sina, reason must be developed
optimally, so that later the goal of education will be achieved. Furthermore, Ibn Sina stated that
education aims to develop the potential of individuals so as to achieve maximum development.
In this case, Ibn Sina seems to have suggested that the purpose of education must be based on
the vision of a perfect man (complete man), namely the realization of humans who have a
comprehensive and balanced tension (Khan et al., 2015; Strobino, 2018).

In Ibn Sina’s prefective on Education that is described through its objectives and materials,
methods, and education, as well as the punishments applied. The concept of education proposed
by Ibn Sina reviewed by Abuddin Nata is centered on good education. In this connection, Ibn
Sina assessed that quality educators are educators who are smart, pious, who know how to
educate morals, have the ability to raise children, look neat, do not swear, curse and act in front
of students, are not rude, polite, clean and holy (Adiasta et al., 2025; Muwaffaq, 2022).

Ibn Sina’s learning method uses habituation or exemplary methods in moral learning,
discussion methods in presenting learning to students, internship methods using teaching practice
activities in learning. The assignment method is one that uses activities to present subject matter
to students. in Ibn Sina’s view, the concept of punishment in learning activities is not allowed,
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but the problem can be done if it has an element of coercion and is done in a cautious way
(Quadri, 2019).

Basically, the curriculum contains several subjects that are effectively managed, containing
training programs that are used as a condition for completing a number of learning packages that
have been determined and outlined in the education plan (intra-curricular). Intracurricular
activities are activities that have been arranged by the school with a time schedule that has been
arranged. Training that combines co-curricular training education programs, especially activities
that strengthen understanding of teaching materials delivered by class teachers to students,
educational programs, and external-time training programs (extracurricular). The curriculum
according to Ibn Sina’s perspective which explains the program according to the age limit of
students, namely: (1) Age 3 to 5 years, in those age subjects which include: sports, manners,
hygiene, sound arts, and art, (2) Age 6-14 years, the age of the program regarding learning
includes: learning to read and write and memorize al-Qu’an, religion, poetry, and sports, (3) Age
14 years and so on, at the age of 14 years and so on, learning materials include those in
accordance with the interests of students’ talents (Annan-Diab & Molinari, 2017; Lozano et al.,
2015; Richmond, 2018).

The curriculum in terms of his subjects, Ibn Sina grouped theoretical lessons into practical
and applied science lessons. Theoretically the topic according to Ibn Sina is divided into three
topics, namely: Tabi’i science is classified as the lowest order natural science, middle order
mathematics, the highest order of divinity. Practical or applied science in practice is divided into
three parts: the first includes science that has the aim of shaping human morals so that later it can
shape morals in the wotld and in the hereafter. The second part contains knowledge that aims to
describe family life and ways of interacting well between mother and father, child and parent, and
servant and master. Third, discussing leadership, politics, state, society and others (Davood, 2020;
Gutas, 2016; Sabarudin et al., 2024; Sadullaevna & Baratovna, 2021).

From the explanation above, we can understand that the characteristics of the curriculum
concept according to Ibn Sina include: (1) The process of preparing the curriculum Ibn Sina pays
special attention to student psychology, where the curriculum refers to the stages of
development, (2) The curriculum concept that Ibn Sina researched on the physical, moral and
intellectual development of student aspects that are balanced according to the stages of the times,
(3) is pragmatic functional, where the program aims at the process of developing student abilities
so as to produce students whose graduates can meet and answer the needs of society in
accordance with their fields and abilities, (4) The concept of programs based on the Qur’an and
As-sunnah for students to integrate faith, science, and charity, and (5) based on ethics, the
program is designed through special emphasis on moral education. Looking at the description of
educational programs and the division of theory in lessons and the characteristics of the
curriculum proposed by Ibn Sina, it is clear that Ibn Sina’s curriculum is still relevant to today’s
needs where Ibn Sina’s curriculum has directed that students can master the skills needed by
society or the market.

The Concept of Free Learning Eductaion

Freedom of learning as a manifestation of the latest regulation of the Ministry of Education
and Culture of the Republic of Indonesia (Kemendikbud). There are many reasons why the
Merdeka Belajar policy is so important. Including flexibility in thinking, starting from the teacher
before the learning process (in practice and simple implementation). Nadiem Makarim believes
that when it comes to teacher skills at any grade level, there will be no process of translating the
curriculum and teacher capabilities at all levels, there will be no transformation of core
competencies and curricula carried out, so there will never be a learning curve. Curriculum
policies on Freedom of Learning need to be absorbed first by educators before being
communicated or applied to students. Nadiem also argued, when viewed from the capacity of
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teachers at any level, without the transformation of core competencies that will be closely related
to the curriculum, learning will not occur, even will not produce results (Sadullaevna &
Baratovna, 2021; Shoja et al., 2011).

The birth of the free learning policy was formed from issues related to education and
learning conditions in Indonesia. Merdeka Belajar in the 21st century learning process is planned
by combining various mastery competencies and learning visions described in the 21st century
learning structure. A framework or structure that describes knowledge, skills, and expertise that
are useful for student life (Ruihmat et al., 2024; Windiana et al., 2024). The application of every
skill in the 21st century requires the development, knowledge and understanding of the subject
matter, with the expectation that students are able to think critically, communicate effectively,
solve problems and work with different people to improve cooperation.

This is very helpful for achieving the implementation of ideal 21st century learning, which
requires several supporting frameworks including: (1) assessment standards or norms, (2)
curriculum and teaching, (3) professional development, and (4) learning environment. One of the
systems that determine the success of learning in the 21st century is standards and evaluation.
Overall, the foundation for the birth of the Merdeka Belajar policy is an effort to realize quality
education in Indonesia. Education is a means to achieve welfare and educate the nation’s next
generation (Dwiputra et al., 2023; Ruihmat et al., 2024; Usman & Hartati, 2024; Winarno et al.,
2020). Therefore, every Indonesian citizen who wants to progress and develop must be based on
the spirit to improve education. Higher education is a quality education, both and related to the
generation concerned and to the rapidly developing wotld. The quality of education is seen from
the progress of society over time.

The independent learning curriculum consists of three components that make up a cycle:
commitment to goals, aiming for the learning goals they set for themselves and those who
anticipate developing their ability to achieve those goals. Then, regardless of how students
organize their learning activities, to achieve the learning objectives that have been agreed at the
beginning. Then a flexion is carried out, where students conduct a self-assessment by checking
again whether the chosen learning strategy is sufficient to achieve learning objectives (de Bruijn &
Leeman, 2011; Hallinger, 2021; Qalehsari et al., 2017; Widiani et al., 2023). Based on the policy of
educational progress, students and teachers will achieve academic achievement through the
implementation of the policy. The state builds a decent life for all its inhabitants. In this case,
education is proven to meet the determination and expectations of the Indonesian people who
are genius, just, intelligent, and wise. Education institutions must be able to balance the education
system in line with the times.

The curriculum program will create initiative in learning. This program does not replace
running programs but brings improvements to the running system. The right to freedom of
learning granted by the Ministry of Education and Culture is a simpler learning process,
including; (1) the learning plan table means that it is made simple and not as complicated as
before, (2) the zoning system for new student admissions is flexible in its implementation, (3)
national examinations (replaced by minimum skill assessments and personality surveys, (4)
National Standardized School Examinations) are transferred to continuous assessments such as
portfolios (group assignments, semester exams, internships, etc.). The Free Learning Policy, in
addition to freeing teachers, also creates flexibility for students. The concept of self-study
provides a way to make a good contribution to the economic improvement needs of students so
that they can study freely. Again, education in our country does not demand anything, but is
divided into many parts that make social problems in Indonesia not fully solved. In fact,
education is prepared to be able to anticipate various social problems that currently arise in
society (Baas et al., 2020; Halevi et al., 2017; Pranckute, 2021).
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The development of education that occurs in technological advances will certainly provide
a more comfortable atmosphere of teaching and learning activities, because students will be more
active and discuss more harmoniously with educators, learn in ways outside the classroom, and
not only as a good listening audience of educators’ explanations, but provide the formation of
students who have brave, independent, smart characters in choosing associations, Be moral,
polite, have competence, and are not fixated with the ranking system, which according to various
surveys will only cause anxiety for both students and their parents, because basically each student
has skills and intelligence in accordance with their respective expertise. In the future, it is
expected to be able to create a generation of students who are ready to compete and competent,
and have good morals in society (Abelha et al,, 2020; Pranckuté, 2021; Zainuddin, 2018).
According to (Law et al., 2019; Zainuddin, 2018) the stages of learning planning in the
independent learning curriculum, there are seven stages as follows:

a. Analyze Learning Outcomes (CP) for the preparation of objectives and the flow of
learning objectives
Learning Outcomes (CP) are learning abilities used by educators in achieving learning
goals following the stage of student development in each subject implemented by
educators. Learning outcomes used by educators of all educational units which include
eatly childhood education units, primary, high school education and tertiary education. In
the learning unit consists of a set of material that is arranged in depth by taking into
account the age development of students.
b. Planning and implementation of diagnostic assessments
Diagnostic assessment aims to identify problems regarding abilities, strengths and
weaknesses in students. These results can be a reference for input in planning learning
according to what is needed by students. In certain situations, information about students’
family background, readiness, motivation and interest in learning is used as a reference in
formulating plans for teaching materials in learning.
c. Build teaching modules
The creation of teaching modules aims to build a set of teaching materials to help
teachers easily interpret the material in the continuous learning process. The Education
module built must be primary; interesting, meaningful and challenging; relevant,
contextual and sustainable.
d. Adjust learning to the stages of completion and student characteristics
Independent learning is student-centered learning. The variety of learning materials
provided by educators should be in accordance with the material taught in class and can
make it easier for students to understand the existing material.
e. Plan, execute, and process initial and final assessments
The planning and execution of the assessment is based on five principles that must be
observed. The first concept is assessment as an integral part of the learning process,
facilitating learning and providing comprehensive feedback. Second, it is designed and
implemented in accordance with the assessment function. Third, reviews are designed to
be fair, proportionate, valid, and trustworthy. Four, student progress and achievement
reports are simple and informative. In the end, the existing values are used by students,
teachers, educators, and parents.
f. Learning progress reports
Effective academic performance reporting involves parents, students, and educators as
partners who reflect school values that are honest, fair, accountable, clear and
understandable by all parties.
g. Evaluation of learning and assessment that has been carried out
Educators evaluate and assess each module of teaching materials that have been used
in learning (Muktiani et al., 2022; Sankaran et al., 2015). Then the educator identifies
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problems and obstacles that occur during the process of learning activities, then becomes
a benchmark in improving the teaching modules that will be given in the next learning.
The concept of Merdeka Belajar decides learning objectives according to the context of the
students to be educated. In that case, educators from one educator to another have different
concepts of purpose, even within the scope of one educator can carry out different goals to other
classes. Targeted learning achievement can be controlled and adjusted to the real circumstances
of students. Educators can freely choose strategies in maximum learning. Educators are required
to be able to provide learning objectives that have been contained in the Teaching Program Plan
(RPP). The benchmark for the success and failure of educators can be seen from the Teaching
Program Plan (RPP) (Roslina et al., 2022).

Based on the explanation above, the concept of independent learning education is related
to the concept of Ibn Sina’s education. Pendidikan Merdeka Belajar pays great attention to the
curricullum that is prepared based on the stage of development of students, developing the
potential of students who will later make graduates in accordance with the needs of the world of
work. In the implementation of learning, of course, Free Learning Education does not seem
monotonous, but provides flexibility for educators and students in developing ideas and creativity
using existing technological advances.

The Concept of Islamic Education in the Context of Free Learning

In Islamic teachings, education is placed close together through three words, namely
tarbiyah, ta’lim and ta’dib. All three have harmony, both in terms of text and context. Regarding
tarbiyah, education can be understood as a deliberate and conscious, planned, progressive or
stratified act in imitation of rabaniyah qualities. Talim is interpreted as teaching or conveying
information or imparting knowledge. Meanwhile, ta’dib is defined as a progressive orientation
and recognition of the creator. Islamic education has different characteristics from general
education. Some Islamic Education experts such as Yusuf Qardhawi have expressed that Islamic
Education is pure education of the person, mind and heart, mental and physical, moral and skills
(Jima’ain et al., 2024; Rijal et al., 2022; Supriyadi, 2023). Islamic education designs people by way
of life, both in conditions of security and war, and prepares them for society with everything it
has to offer, good and bad, sweet and bitter.

Being a caliph is the nature of human beings, both individually and in groups, acting as
agents in the history of change to prosper and build a great living civilization that distinguishes
human life from the lives of other creatures of God. When combined with Islamic Education,
Merdeka Belajar is synonymous with freedom education. Islam values freedom education. The
concept of fundamental freedom in Islam can be found from the fundamental freedom of man,
including related to determining his religion. In Q.S Al-Kafirun verse 6 Allah says: “Your religion
is your religion, and my religion is my religion”. Freedom of learning from the point of view of
Islamic Education the term Merdeka in Arabic is called Al-Istiglal. It means being free and free
from various forms of binding and domination by other groups. This word, the word al-Tahrir
was formed to mean liberation (Alamsyah et al., 2024; Supriyadi, 2023).

Free people are said to be al-hurr, the opposite of al-’adb (slave). The word al-hurriyah is a
word that is commonly interpreted in the Qur’an, not from Istiglal. However, of course, the
meaning of freedom in Islamic shari’a has its limitations. Free in Islam is not arbitrary. The
concept of freedom in Islam is called effort. Thus, man has the right to freely choose but must
contain goodness in him. If freedom is not followed by good then it is bad, freedom itself is not
good. Freedom is one of the human rights, according to Hamka, independence is the spirit of
human life and the milestone of success. Human beings are born free. He was born into the
world without analysing differences. So, in life, people still have to be people. Human inherent
freedom is limited, freedom does not mean that everything is free to do. Freedom in Islam is
limited by law and Shari’a. According to Hamka, there are three main freedoms, namely freedom
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of thought or expression, freedom of discernment, and freedom from fear (Affandi et al., 2024;
Azwardana et al., 2024; Mubarok et al., 2024). This independent nature can be used as a basis for
carrying out the Merdeka Belajar learning porse.

Discussion

Islamic Religious Education is a subject taught to students from elementary school to
tertiary level must be screened based on student needs. Islamic religious education can be realized
carefully to obtain goals that are in line with the concept of history and the future of the nation.
The goal to be achieved is the learning objectives of Islamic Religious Education is a subject
taught to students from elementary school to college levels must be designed according to
student needs. Islamic religious education can be taught carefully to achieve goals that are in line
with the concept of history and the future of the nation. According to (Nurhayani Siregar,
Rafidatun Sahirah, 2020) the goal to be obtained is the learning objective.

The learning objectives of Islamic Religious Education (PAI) within the Merdeka Belajar
framework emphasize the development of students’ intellectual, creative, social, and personal
capacities. Through Islamic Religious Education, students are expected to develop critical
thinking skills that enable them to analyze issues and understand Islamic teachings
comprehensively. Furthermore, the learning process encourages students to become creative in
exploring ideas and applying Islamic values in everyday life. PAI also equips students with
essential thinking skills and competencies to respond to various challenges independently and
responsibly. In addition, collaborative learning activities foster students’ ability to cooperate, build
positive relationships, and work collectively toward shared goals. Finally, Islamic Religious
Education plays a significant role in shaping students’ identities by instilling Islamic values, moral
principles, and a sense of responsibility. These objectives demonstrate that PAI in the Merdeka
Belajar framework is not limited to the transmission of religious knowledge but also seeks to
develop well-rounded individuals who possess intellectual competence, creativity, social
awareness, and strong Islamic character. Convert to PDF

The learning objectives of Islamic Religious Education acquire wholeness in order to
encourage students to progress and develop over time. The learning objective of Islamic
Religious Education is so that students can influence others wherever they are. The learning
objectives of Islamic Religious Education can provide a clear picture of the type of behavior
expected by students in knowing, understanding, and active. The achievement of Islamic
Religious Education learning goals is influenced by the involvement of teachers, representative
teaching materials, students with willingness and skills. Students apply each material in real life,
students can combine expectations and reality. It is concluded that the learning objectives of
Islamic Religious Education can be used as guidelines, spirits, directions and goals so that the
actions carried out are correct and clear (Arif & Aziz, 2023).

Islamic religious education not only puts knowledge, but also shapes students’ attitudes,
personalities, and abilities in practicing religious teachings. Therefore, Islamic Religious
Education learning activities must be strived to produce independent and independent students.
Independence in achieving the theme of Islamic Religious Education and independence in
promoting it in the school and community environment. In this case, according to L. A. Putri &
Hamami, (2023) to meet the priorities of Islamic Religious Education subjects in the “Merdeka
Belajar” curriculum, several factors must be considered, including:

1. It is the obligation of every educational institution to facilitate religious teachers who
share the same faith as their students, even if they are a minority. It was this ustadz
who then had the authority to strengthen the diversity of the students.

2. Educational institutions prepare students to take on roles that require mastery of
religious knowledge or become experts in the field of religion and its teaching.
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3. Religious institutions prepare teachers for special religious knowledge and can transfer
that knowledge into the curriculum.

4. Government agencies in collaboration with schools/education units design curticula
to realize learning processes that prioritize learning independence.

Based on the explanation above, Freedom of Learning in Islamic Education provides
freedom for students brought by educator supervision in developing their potential. The freedom
in question must of course carry good things in accordance with the Shari’a. On the other hand,
learning requires teachers to have religious expertise and be able to include it in the curriculum
and take advantage of existing technological advances and in accordance with the technology
available in their respective schools.

The following table summarizes the relationship between Ibn Sina’s educational concept,
the Merdeka Belajar curriculum, and their relevance to Islamic education.

Table 1. table summarizes the relationship between Ibn Sina’s educational concept, the
Merdeka Belajar curriculum, and their relevance to Islamic education

No. Aspect Ibn Sina’s Educational Merdeka Belajar Relevance to Islamic
Concept Concept Education
1 Educational ~ Holistic development of ~ Development of Developing
Goals intellectual, moral, and students’ competencies, knowledgeable, morally
physical potential. creativity, and upright, and independent
independence. learners.

2 Cutriculum Adapted to students’ age, Flexible and responsive  Integrating knowledge,
developmental stages, to students’ needs and individual potential, and
interests, and talents. development. Islamic values.

3 Learning Exemplary behavior, Active, contextual, Promoting religious

Methods habituation, discussion, collaborative, and understanding through
practice, and creative learning, practice and moral
assignments. habituation.

4 Educators’ Serving as role models Facilitating and guiding ~ Positioning teachers as

Roles and guiding students’ students’ learning Islamic role models and
intellectual and moral processes. facilitators of student
development. development.

5 Character Emphasizing moral Fostering Strengthening Islamic

Development  formation and balanced independence, virtues, including
personality development.  responsibility, and honesty, discipline, and
collaboration. social responsibility.

The comparison indicates that Ibn Sina’s educational philosophy shares fundamental
principles with the Merdeka Belajar curriculum, particularly in developing students’ potential
according to their individual characteristics and developmental stages. Both approaches
emphasize learner-centered education, although Ibn Sina places particular emphasis on moral
formation and the integration of intellectual and ethical development. Their integration into
Islamic education can support the development of independent, competent, and creative learners
whose knowledge and skills are guided by Islamic values and moral responsibility.

CONCLUSION

The Ministry of Education and Culture of the Republic of Indonesia (Kemendikbud) has
implemented a new policy program that focuses on freedom in learning. Ibn Sina, a philosopher,
categorized theoretical subjects into practical sciences and applied sciences. According to Ibn
Sina, the subject matter can be divided into three themes: natural science at the bottom,
mathematics at the middle, and divinity at the top. The self-study curriculum aims to encourage
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active learning and improve the current teaching and learning system, including Islamic Religious
Education.Islamic Religious Education taught from elementary school to tertiary level must be
tailored to the needs of students. Such subjects can be taught carefully in a way that is in line with
the concept of history and the future of the nation.

The learning objectives of Islamic Religious Education must be clear and relevant to the
times. The academic goal is to develop students holistically and encourage their progress and
development over time. Ibn Sina’s educational philosophy remains relevant today, although it
must be adapted to the times. In the context of Free Learning Education, the curriculum is
designed by considering the stage of student development, exploring their potential, and
providing flexibility for educators and students to explore ideas and creativity using available
technology. In Islamic Religious Education, Freedom Learning enables students to cultivate
critical thinking, creativity, competence, and collaborative skills. It aims to foster self-confidence
and develop students with Islamic character, broad insight, and the ability to thrive in a
competitive world.
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